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» 5 oe Tho Central Intz2icence aesuce has learced that General Services 
- AdminSstraiica kaa undor cenaid foratlea a proposal to establish a aincta 
ewares contract fos cecurlty casinass to replace tha multiple Beare a 
eccontractoowinelfset, = 


tt Agwomads kaown pr euisuery, dirowgh our yepedeantative: ca the 
Interagcacy Advisesy Corarnittss oa Sceurlty Equipment, (ils Agency is 
opposed to alacia source awards fo tha vital field of security cahinsts, 
Ibis cur f2rilng that save’ of ths crogresa which hso began made over tha 
past cersral ycara in ths dev Pica ef better security cabineta is 
eieceuly Attribatatls to Cid proceut svactice ef mulusle awards contracts. 
_ Further, te Uniticeg ef sepely availability tos oingls source could result 
cade _f fa the naaenvallabtiise: ‘of seturlty ecneinee: for an Indoflaite period, iz 
2 +o tho manmiactaping capability of tha single scures wae later supied for ez 
reason, Thie, of couros, wold & hove an ecveres elect ca the Se ceseey 
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ta vice cf ths estupity gensleorniteas Lavalveds it would te t2e 
grsuring to 3Soa that tho cutticte contract awards foz escurity cabinets 
will rermeata fa effect e9 that tha asencisa af tha Government, involved in the 
hancting of ¢ Z3sittva czmucity information, will be assured of the esctiaucd 
oyAilabllity of ccousity cabincts of tho hinhes$ quality and security, 
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going to be made, and that everyone else; DOD, Navy, Army, etc. 
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Sometime in September 1969, Central Depot received approxi- 
mately 130 Hillside Class VI filing cabinets. It is my responsi- 
bility to inspect these units before putting them in stock for 
subsequent issue. Upon my inspecting a number of these units, If 
determined that a lot of them were very shoddy in construction: 
locks were loose; there were sharp edges on the drawers and 
cabinet structures; many sharp edges on weldments; and the metal 
cover latch scraped the latch hole and developed jagged metal 
burrs. It was also noted that these cabinets did not meet the 
specifications of AA-F-358e Int. Specifically, I took exception 
to the fact that it was possible to secure the lock drawer with 
any other drawer open three inches or less from the fully closed 
position. Also, drawer pulls were loose, latches were not in- 
stalled properly, and the drawer metal covers were in a partially 
open condition when the drawer began its opening cycle prior to 
depressing of the latch. . . 


Since all of the aforementioned problems were of major con- 


cern, it was apparent that I had to have help from the Office of 
Security, Technical Branch (0S/TB). eT STAT 
of the OS/TB inspected some of the Class cabinets at the depot 
and agreed that action must be taken by our Agency to get GSA to 
take back all of the 130 units and return them to Hillside Metal 
Products for repair, etc. Through the remainder of 1969 and 
early 1970, various efforts were made to correct the problem with 
Hillside. Sometime in early 1970 the Safemasters Company was 
contracted by Hillside to correct deficiencies we had cited. 
Safemasters Company only repaired and tried to correct those 
deficiencies that GSA instructed them to, and this left many 
faults-uncorrected. After inspecting the repairs made by the 
Safemasters Company, I was still not satisfied that the cabinets 
would stand up’ under field operating conditions and so informed 
Mr. Brown, Quality Control GSA representative through their Unit 
at Crystal City in Arlington, Va. I was told that the repairs 
made by Safemasters Company were all of the repairs that were 


were accepting the cabinets (as modified). I still insisted 
that they were inferior in construction and would not meet our 
requirements. Furthermore, I learned it was practically impos- 
sible to procure any spare parts for these units. Since our 
Procurement Division told me that the Agency was going to accept 
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these units as is, I again turned to our OS/TB and they put 
me in touch with a Physical Sécurity Branch, 

Office of the Provost Marshall General, on April 1970, at the 
Pentagon to discuss these Hillside Class VI cabinets. On th, 
morning of 8 April 1970, I received a phone call from Chief, 
Materiel Facilities Branch, a me that 
"forget the meeting at the Pentagon with DOD, it had been 
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